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Monstavn — 


E ne ſuis qu'un des 8 Officiers de 

notre Armée, mais pour défendre la verite 
on n'a pas beſoin de titres. Je ne ſeais quel Au- 
teur de pamphless a fait inſerer dans une de vos 
Gazettes une Lettre pleine de gontradictians: il 
Ta produite ſous votre nom: perſonne. dans 
notre Armee- ne vous a fait Vin inzure de croire 
qu elle fat de vous, & ce n'eſt qu' à Vinconnu 
qui vous offenſe, que J 'adrefſe ma reponſe. 


J ſuis, &. 


95 
+. 


”" 


| {ON uteur, lorſque vos Generaux 
Eptouvoient en Amerigue des revers continuels, 
ils vantoient en Europe leurs ſucces imaginaires. 
Vous avez deja fait un eſſaiĩ de cette maniere 
| beſte & facile, quand vous vous eres charge du 
rẽcit du combat de la Belle-Poule. Les Frangois 
etolent dans leurs rades ; vos Amiraux tenoient” 


la Fs ils: venoient 2 #rizobeureuſement 
deux 


= 4 : , 


ar. 5 Apninats 


Ty an yp => officer «a our - —_ 
for the defence of truth there is no need 
of titles. Some pamphleteer, I know not whom, 
has . inſerted in one of your Gazettes ® a letter 
full of contradiftions, and has publiſhed it un- 
der your name: no one in our navy does vou 
the injuſtice to ſuppoſe i it yours, and it is only 
to the unknown writer who has ery 
1 adreſs my DIS. 5 
Dog am, Kc. 
Mr. n white your generals were ſuffer- 
ing in America continual defeats, they were 
boaſting in Europe their imaginary ſucceſſes, — 
You had before made an eſſay of this ſpruce and 
eaſy ſtyle, when you undertook the relation 
of the engagement with the Belle. Poule . 
The French were in their roads; your Admi- 
Oy the ſea; they had very fortunately: taken 


* See this Gazette in the Appendix. ] 
B 3 | two - 


GS. 3 

deux Frégates avec vingt- un Vaiſſeaux ; ; kane 

des yotres, moins heurenſe ment, veno re ba 
tue, deſemparde, forcee de Te "quand vous 
prẽtendites que vous aviez Ete offenſes & vain- 
queurs. Maintenant vous ſurpaſſez notre attente 
Ex celle de toute Europe dans voti nouvelle 
Lettre du go Juillet. 


Quelque opinion qu'on eüͤt de votre fagacirt, | 
on n'auroit pas imagine que la rentt& de nos 
Vaiſſeaux dans. Breſt vingt. quatre heures APr 
la fuite des vöttes, vous donneroit un $78 
d'en impoſer à votre Nation, & dbappaiſer ſon 
premier reſſentiment; mais Votre Nation lers E 
dEtrompee, c'eſt- un hommage * que la verite, 115 
clame, les vrais Anglois | la reſpectent, & 35 
teſte ici en ſa faveur, non les vingt mille Fra ran- 
gos qui ont obtenu le champ de batzille, mais 
les vingt mille Anglois qui Pont perdu. rs 5 1 


Vous dites qu' avant le 27 Juillet les Francois 
avoient fui Poccalion de combattre! Er poyr- 
quoi donc yous Ctiez-vous rẽfugies dans Ja Man- 
che, dont ils gardoient Pentree,. od vous ſgaviez 
qu'ils miroient pas, oft vous aviez des Ports, of 
ils n'en ont aucun, od un {ul .coup' de vent, tel 
que celui du 23 au 24, auroit diſperſẽ leur Ar- 
mee & jette leurs Vaiſſeaux à la cote? Avant 
cette Epoque du 23. toit donc voug memes 
qui vous Etiez . redyits 3 2 des croiſieres ſtares & 
renfermẽcs, 


: * 
FF . — 21 
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two frigates à with twenty-one ſhips; one of 
yours , not ſo fortunately, had been beaten, diſ- 
abled, and forced to fly, when you pretended 
that you had been inſulted and. victorious. But 
now you have exceeded | our expectation, and 
that of all Europe, i in Dur new letter 95 the 
goth ot July. 121 3% 45:1 

_ + Whatever opinion we e oc had af NONE 
ſagacity, we could not have imagined that the 
return of our ſhips to Breſt, - twenty-four hours 
after the flight of yours, would have given you 
a pretence to impoſe on your nation, and to ap- 
peeaſe its firſt reſentnent; but your nation ſhall 
be undeceived, it is a homage due to truth, true 
Engliſhmen reſpect her, and I here atteſt in her 
behalf, not the twenty-thouſand F rench who 
gained the field of nden. but the ear. -thau- 

| ſand Engliſh who loſt. tand : 
Fou fay, that ( fill the 27th. of July”. the 
| F rench declined the combat. Why then did you 
take ſhelter in the channel, of which they guard- 
ed the entrance, here you knew they would 
not go; where you have harbours, where they 
have none; where a ſingle gale of wind, like 
that of the 23d and 24th, would have diſperſed 
their fleet, and driven their ſhips aſhore ? Be- 
fore this epocha of the 23d, it. was, therefore, 
rigs :yourielegs: who. were reduced to ſafe and 


l The Licorne and Pallas. 1 II The Aae! 
confined 


© 09014 um 25 Pr ES ˙ O de ES ro ay 


„ 
renferm6es,. en abandonnant 2 — Fran- 
coiſe le golfe de Gaſcogne & _ b de nd 
qui 7 communiquent. e 

L'cloignement des eee I > weben 6 
coup de vent du 23, n'eut que l'objet indiſpen- 
fable de leur ſüretẽ; & c'eſt ce mẽme vent fores 
de nord. oueſt qui les mit au large & vous fit 
fortir de la Manche, egalement pour votre ce, 
& lorſque vous ſraviez bien que les Frangois ne 
e pw wen oe de BH RESIN - 
1 ſortie. 

Du 24 au 27 Hus fans d —_ les uns % 
autres; c'eſt que les Frangois stoient rappro- 
ch& de vous des qu' ils Paveient pu, dès que 
les vents S' toiĩent appaiſes. Ils n'avoient donc 


pas evité le combat: ils ne vous le livrerent 


point, parce que vous Fevitiez vous-memes, & 
qu'ils attendoient d'etre joints par deux de leurs 
Vaiſſeaux, l Duc de Bourgogne & ned 
que la tempete avoit ècarts. N 
\ Les Frangois Evitoient fi peu "yp omb 
qu' ils ne manceuvroient que pour Vengager le 


27, quoique ces deux Vaiſſeaux ne les: . 


hs rejoims. 
Ils vous p forcerent, lovſque les deux 4 


Falſant la meme route, celle des Frangois revira 
par lacomtremarche. Cette manceuvre,qui trompoit 
Votre * n. Favant· garde & le cen- 

| = dee des 


P x -A 


| 6. 7 
confined | cruizes, abandoning to the French 
fleet the gulf of Gaſconp and e ee 
— — with is 5 ts | 
The retiring of the French, at ters ach 
oth on the 23d, could have no object in view 
dut that indiſpenſable one, their ſafety; and 
the ſame ſtrong north - weſterly wind that drove 
them out to ſea made you leave the channel, 
in like manner for your ſafety, and when you 
well knew that the French could no a » 
in the way to prevent your coming. out. : 
From the 24th- to the 27th you were in Cit 
of each other; this was owing to the French 
having again approached yon as ſoon as they 
were able, as ſoon as the winds Had abated. 
They did not therefore decline the combat; 
they did nat give you battle becauſe yet deeli- 
_ ned it yourſelyes, and becauſe they expected to 
be Joined by two of their ſhips, the Duc de Bour- 
gugue, and the Alexandre, an had enen 
rated by the ſtorm. | 
The French were ſo far Ben declining che 
tombat that they only manceuvred in order to 
engage on the 27th, er 2 min hed 
not rejoined them. 7 
They forced you to it, len th ep fleets be- 
ing on the fame tack, the French wore on the op- 
poſite tack. This manceuvre, which deceived 


. Admiral, ſoon put the van and center of 
the 


( 10 ) RED 


tre des Frangois hors de meſure. Vous revirates 
alors vent devant, & vous forda tes de voiles pout 
attaquer & ſeparer, avec l'avantage du nombre, 
Varriere- garde de vos ennemis; alors, par leur 
mancuvre, & non par les votres, vous vous 
trauväates pour la n a Ala dure 
teur canon. en A0 
Auſſi - tõt ils nevirerent WY 3 vent e 
* a la fois; & prolongeant leur ligne en ſens | 
contraire, chatun de vos Vaiſſraux fut oblige de 
recevoir le feu de tous les ee, ee en & 
| cement de le leur rendre. Wh 
Vous mignorez pas que pendant 8 
| maenade militaire de trente de vos Vaiſſeaux con- 
tre vingt· ſept (M. le Comte d' Orvilliers en avoit 
| mig trois en reſerve), vous aviez- Pavantage du 
nombre, des calibres, de Pfchantillon de la force 
& du rang , puiſque vous aviez cinq Vaiſſeaux 
de trois ponts, & que les Frangois n'en avoient 
que deux; que vous aviez la ſupẽrioritẽ deę trois 
cents canons; que vous ętiez panchẽs par le 
vent; que vous aviez par conſequent la facilite 
de vous ſervir de tout votre feu quand l' Ari 
de France ne pouvoit pas faire uſage de ſes pre- 
mieres batteries : & malgre ces avantages, vous 
wignorez pas non plus, que quand les deux lig- 
nes ſe e 5 rent tous leq * Fran- 


*% * . 


1 . ; Vojes. a] la fin le Tableas « compar des deux Armees, t 
gois 
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che Bench in diforder;: Fou then be t 
che wind, and crowued all your ſallx to attack and 
ſeparate, by force of numbers;” the | rear-guard 
of your enemies; then, by their mancmuvre, and 
not by yours, ybu found yourſelves 2 5 20 55 


time within reach of their cannonn 


49 ft 


Immediately they tacked again ith the wird | 


| — all at once, and extending their line on 


an oppoſite tack, every one Gf your" ſhips Was 
obliged to receive the fire of all the Nieten es. 


and reeiprocally to return it. 2 i 
1 5 


Fou well know that Suri "0M milita 


2 
* 


rangemenc of thirty of your ſhips againſt twen- 


ty ſeven (of which Count 'VOrvilliers Had put 


three in reſerve) you had the advantage in num- 
ber, weight of metal, ſcantling, ſtrength and 
rate, as you had five three · decked ſhips (T) 
and the French had only two; that y you had the 
ſuperiority of 300 guns (4); that you were bent 


by the wind, conſequently that you could with 


eaſe avail yourſelves « of your Whole fire, while 
the French fleet could only make uſe of its up- 
per batteries ; and notwithſtanding theſe advan- 


tages, you 10 know that when the two 


lines 


1 E each el all the French ſhips \ were 


$7 N M1 
. 10 at the ant a N liſt of the two fleets. 
1 The Engliſh had even taree-deckers.] 


2 


t They had the ſuperiority of three hundred and thirty- 
eight guns. See the annexed liſt. Both theſe miſtakes are 


in favour of the author's argument. } 
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done battus autant que 


Cette contradiction 
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| Fois furent' en tat de maneeuvrer & de combat: 
tre. Voua convenez-auffi que vouz aviez beau- 


coup ſouffert; vous aviez pluficurs de vos Vaiſ- 
moins ſept do ſemparẽs. Les Frangois, malgre 


la grande inegalits de leurs forces, vous avoient 
je genre de combat qui 
venoit de ſe donner avoit pu le leur permettre. 


Vouꝛx ne craignez pas de dire que dans cette 
ee, Franpois ſe for merem en bataille;, & 
enſuite qu'ils ſe refuſerent à un ſecond combat. 


on. eſt manifeſte : ſe former 
en — delt au meine: ne pas ane | 


ouveau, Et pourquoi 85 enen 
cefolts, Puiſque, pat vos propres aveux, ils 
avoiĩent moins ſouffert que vous? Mais il eft 
tres · aiſẽ de vous prouver quils voulurent vous 
contraindre à ce ſecond combat Fomame ils YOUR 
avoient cantraints au premier. 

Ls deux lignes stant depaſſzes & fulvant un 
cours oppoſe, il falloit de toute neceſſite que 


Pune des deux, au moins, revirdt de bord pour 


vous remettre en preſence, C'stoit le moment 


decifif de la volonts; mais votre Armée ne re- 


vira point, ne ſe reforma plus, ce furent les 


Franęois qui revirerent par lu contremarche; ils 


ne craignirent point de ft former en bataille ſous 


* < 


6 


a 3 | 
able to work and to fight. You likewiſe allow 


that you had ſuffered much; ſeveral of your 
ſhips were diſmaſted and without fails ; ſeven at 


leaſt were diſabled (*). The French, notwith- 
ſtanding the great inferiority of their forces, had 


therefore beaten you as much as the kind af 


e that had been fought, would permit them. 


You ſcruple not to ſay that in this ſituation 
the French formed in 4 line, and afterwards that 


they declined a ſecond engagement. This con- 


tradiction is manifeſt; to form in line of battle, 
is at leaſt not to decline the combat; it is, on the 
contrary, to prepare for it, and to offer it again. 

And why ſhould they have declined it, ſince, 
by your own confeſſian, they had ſuffered -lefs 


than you? But it is very eaſy to prove that they 


would have foreed you to T as 
they had forced you to the firſt. 

The two lines having paſſed each other, * 5 
being on different tacks, it neceſſarily followed 
that one of them, at leaſt, muſt tack in or- 
der to come up with you. This was the deci- 


Jive moment of the will; but yaur fleet did not 


tack, nor form again, it was the French who ore 


on the oppoſite 1 ne; feared 


"= This Sir Hugh Pallier, in 5 account, imputes to 
the Engliſh fleet approaching without any order or ine 
of battle,” white 'the French were in a regular, well- 
formed cloſe line of battle a · head. Bee; Sir Hgh Pallifer's 
Letter in the London Papers of Now. 57 1778.] 
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_ te vent pour avoir la poſſibilité d'engager une 
nouvelle action. Vous mites à profit eet avan- 
tage du vent pour vous ſoutenir Ioin d'eux, & 
ce n toit pas à Fapproche de la nuit, comme 
vous le dites: il vous reſtoit pluſieurs heures de 
Jour, (*) dont on preſume que votre Amiral au- 
_ roitfait, sil Pavoit' pu, un plus glorieux uſage. 


Le General Frangois ſous le vent ne pouvant 


J pas vous approcher, quand vous ne le vouliez 
point, vous provoqua en vain à un combat qui 
ne dẽpendoit plus que de vous; & lorſque la 
nuit fut venue, maitre du champ de bataille, 
allumant ſes feux pour que vous n'euſſtez pas ex- 
cuſe de Vavoir perdu de vue, ne vous diſcernant 


plus dans la profonde obſcurits dont vous vous 
etiez prudemment enveloppẽs, vous vous re- 


mites dans la Mauche auſſi promptement que le 


dẽſordre de quelques - uns de vos Vaiſſeaux trai- 
neurs pouvolt le comporter. 3 


Ce'eeſt apres avoir cédèé le champ de e bntuille; 


apres avoir tt forces à un premier combat de 
ligne, quand vous n'aviez cherché qu'une ſur- 


. priſe @arriete-garde, apres avoir Evite une ſeconde 
action, après avoir fui toute une nuit᷑ ſans fanaux | 


vers Phmouth, - & enſuite plus avant juſqu' a 
Portſmouth, pour y reparer vos Vaiſſeaux dela- 


bres, que vous dites aux vingt mille Compag- 
l Wein duo and three o'clock,” ſays Sir Hugh 


Palliſer, © I had pafſ:d the fternmoſt ſhip. of the enemy's 


| Uno; at this time Admiral — was at a diſtance, com- 
ing 


"IE 


*' ii an ac Onan. 


e 


not to form in line of battle to-leeward, to have 
the poſſibility of bringing on a freſn action. To 
availed yourſelves of this advantage of wind to 


keep at a diſtanee from them, and it was not, as 
you ſay, at the approach of night: you had 
many hours of day remaining (), of which, it 
may be preſumed, your Admiral would have 
_ if he could, a more glorious wle:”: 1016 

The F rench General zo leeward, not being able 
to come up with you, as you did not chuſe it, 
in vain urged you to a combat which then de- 
pended only upon you; and when night came, 
maſter of the field of battle, hanging out bis lights, 
that you might not have the (excuſe of loling 
ſight of him, no longer ſeeing you in the pro- 
found obſcurity in which you had prudently 
involved yourſelves, you retreated into the chan« 


nel as ſpeedily as the diſorder of ſome of your 


ſtraggling ſhips would allow. 

After quitting the field of battle, after hav- 
ing been forced to a firſt combat in line of battle, 
when you only ſought to ſurpriſe a rear. guard, 
after avoiding a ſecond action, after having fled 
a whole night without lights towards Plymouth, 
and afterwards till farther to Portſmouth, to re- 
pa your? ſhattered ſhips, 12 tell the twenty- 


ing up, &c. Ss Hugh's diviſion was the laſt that came 
out of the engagement. See Sir Hugh's Letter before men- 
tioned. 
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nons de cen due, &  VEvrope enticre, que 


" Frangois ni ont pas voulu combattre ! 


Le General Frangois reſta toute lajournte.du 
3 les mimes eaux od- il avoit combattu; 
il vous fit ſuivre par ſes Frẽgates, & vous ẽtiez 
deja bien loin quand il profita de la proximité 
de fon Port pour y dEbarquer ſes bleſſes & re- 


parer des n ſuites insvitables d'un com- 
bat. Des demain trois de ſes Vaiſſeaux re- 


| parurent 1 rate de la Manche, od fe trouve 


maintenant Etroitement renfermẽ ancien _— 


de votre Empire maritime. 
Det expoſe Supe re ne doute pour re. | 


vous efforcant de la deguiſer *. chacnne 8 vo 


phraſes as celles qui ont prec<dee ou qui 


Petois occupe, faites-vous dire à M. FAmiral, 


de ba pour ſuite d une Flotte nombreuſe de Vaiſſeaue 


de guerre Francois. . Quoz ! dans la Manche, od 
ils n' ẽtoĩent pas entrẽs, d' od vous p'etes ſortis 
que par les mmes vents qui les avoient ẽloignẽs, 


k pour éviter les memes dangers de la cote ? 
Vous ne les avez pas pourſuiyis dans la _—_ 
od ils n'&oient point; le combat $'eſt donne 


Fentr&e de la Manche: dans quel eſpace ies aves- 


vous donc pourſuivis 2 


| . Voyez a la fin le plan figure des &volutions. 
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thouſand companions of that fight, * all Eu- 


rope, that the French would not fight! 


The French General remained all the day of 


the 28th in the ſame waters where he had fought; | ; 


he ordered his frigates to follow you; and you ; 
were far off, when he availed himſelf of the vi- 
cinity of his harbour to land his wounded, and 


repair ſome damages, the inevitable conſequences 


of a battle. Two days after three- of his ſhips 
again appeared at the entrance of the channel, 


where the ancient pride of your naval * is 


now cloſely confined. : 
This plain narrative would be ſufficient, no 


doubt, to re-eſtabliſh the rights of truth; but 
you yourſelf, Mr. Author, have unveiled it by 


endeavouring to diſguiſe it: every one of your 
phraſes contradicts thoſe which precede or 1291 
low it: the detail is curious. 

das in purſuit, you make your Admiral 
ſay, of a numerous fleet of French ſhips of war. 


What! in the channel, which they had not en- 


tered ; which you left only by the ſame'winds 
which had driven them away, and to avoid the 
ſame dangers of the coaſt? You did not purſue 
them in the channel, where they were not ; the 


battle was fought at the entrance of the chan- 


nel: in what ſpace therefore did you purſue 
them? 


* See at the end the engraved Plan of the Evolutions. 
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- iy Flotte Frangoiſe etant toujours au vent & gag 
"nant & large, 7 employai tous les moyens peſfibles de 
deter de pres... .  » Cette precaution toit de- 
# wtnue neceſſaire q raiſon de la maniere circonſpefie 
avec laquelle les Frangois manauvreient. Ils fu- 
yolent & manceuvroient ! Ils gagnoient le large, 
& ſe trouvoient. au plus pres ſur OueJant ! . 


_ verits eſt qu'ils vous ſerrojent de pres eux-memes, 


& ſur la ligne la plus avancee dont us voulaient 
vous defendre Fapproche. 

Les Frangois, ajoutez-yous, commencerent a faire 
feu fur celui des Vaiſſeaux de la diviſion du Vice-A. 


mira] Sir Robert Harland. Les Frangois devant 


4 


Oueſant, ſur la ligne qu'ils ne vouloient ni ne 
devolent pas depaſſer, font feu les premiers; ils avoi- 


ent le vent & pouvoient vous eviter ; eſt-ce ainſi 


qu ils vous fuyoient ? Mais cette aſſertion n'eſt 
point exacte; Ceſt le premier Vaiſſeau de la divi- 
ſion de votre Vice-Amiral qui tira ſa premiere bor- 
dee ſur le Saint-Eſprit, quand la manceuvre preſ- 
ſante & hardie du General Frangois, en ordon- | 
nant qu on virãt ENSEMBLE ven- devant, eut de- 
conceriẽ vos projets & vous eut oblige de com- 
battre, non pas une arriere-garde, mais une lig- 
ne entiere. 
Vous voudriez bien que Von rut que, par 1 
Premier feu, les Frangois ont &te Jes oggreſſeurs. 
Eh qu importe ce premier feu? des qu ils avol- 
ent ẽtẽ ſi bien pour ſuivis, ſi bien ſerres de pres, 
vous voua etiez declares — & la dé. 
ſenſe, 


* 
gs Han. 


( ig ) 
The French: fert being alweys to 4vin 
| * off,, 1 made uſe of every mithed jo cloſe is 


with them that wes poſſible; This brrame.ntcefſary 
From the cautivus manner tht Frenth proceeded in, 


They fled and manctuyted! They were gbing off; 


and were nearer to Uſhant | The nuth is; that 


| they clzſed in with you themſelves; and on the 


moſt advanced tine; which they yn to pre: 
vent your approaching: ; 

The French, you add, began Sins 455 thi beads 
wil of V ice-Admiral dir Robert Harland's diviſion. 
The French off Upant in line which they 
would not nor ought to break, red firſt; they 


deere to windward, and might have avoided you; 


was it thus that they fled from you? But this 
aſſertion is not exact; it was the firſt ſhip of 
your Vice-Admiral's diviſion that fired her firſt 
broadſide on the St. Eſprit, when the urgent and 
bold maneeuvre of the French General; by or- 


dering his ſhips to wen, TootTHER againſt the 


wind, had diſconcerted your plan, and obliged 
you to fight, not a rear-guar d; but a whole line: 
Fou would have it believed, that, 3 tbe firf 


fir e, the French were the dggrefſors: Ah! what 


ſignifies this firſt fire? From the time of their 
being ſo well purſued, ſo well doſed in, you had 
declared yourſelves their enemies, and defence, at 

„. leaſt, 


> * ä n : = . — : OW T5... 1 gn — — = 
ee Aer e 1 8 — £4 pays ar X fl % . i Bo 4h on 4 _ yo —_— 4 — 
—_ af — — pes Fe SOREN "_ n IS — + x <xv — — — <a = ITT va rw gs 4 n 5 — — — 34 wy ub a "IA 8 * 8 8 — 8 22 8 * — ꝛ— 
* Tet r Feen — K a 4 N 9 * . 3 8 : 8 , * N r on — "ng - ws a 4 ; - —— SD. 
> * was. 2 wy mm Ko - * n —— 2 5 K » * - — „ PLE 8 * C9 P —— * — IE"IYD A . a — 
- * PRO A . ao; . — . = - 8 — > a - - - . 


———— N 
* 


— 


AT es i 4 


I "SAS R 
— 4 EO 


9 OT * — 4 


— * * Ic FI 
3 75 82 
A 2 
— = ry 
7 — — 


by IG, * — * 


— 


— 2 2 
< 0 y =» ++ 
* . oa K ͤ„4 * 
44 — — et hs 3 No ùY——ᷣ— y \ 
* . A — rs < — 


RS" IE 7 8 NN 
ous 4 <td ans R 
b . a > ers I 5 ere Ig 
— 


en — — ** — { m ae San, 2 vp 
E K EIS Re. - % R. he e IR Y \ | 0 0 " 
- — hr — 7 hoy — 4 CIS 2 2 n 
Paſt an Sn, . Soar, porn l —2 5 


2 — W—_ 


"x 
en eg ROE Cf Toy Co FTE SOT 
eee 


0 N 
n 
— 8 


3 4 eo, be 
* , WERE. ane 2 A 
ccc 
8 5. — 1 


>, our, WT: — 
e 
EE” = Geet) Sw 


ao, Ee any 
_ » 


TS eb; ot, 
2 


2 n 
— 


e. 
EA 


« — — 
— 
8 3 1 ? 2 _ 8 a — 
8 E 3 2 * 2 * — JJ K 
hs r "IE DS a, » —— 5 . "—_ q * — wy — OY 
r 1 n & I” I. ns ES. is 3 — _ 2 5 — pi 


S 


W Wen 
_ . ee 
. 


tC ant 
. 


* 


2 


e 
* 
* 


FEE ²˙ A 1 


„ 


fenſe, au moins, leur ©toit permiſe. Vous n'etes 
pas heureux en inventions: vous vantez vos hof. 


tilites quand vous n'en faites aucune, & vous en 


ſuppoſez quand on ne vous en fait point. 


Quoi qu'il en ſoit, de ce fait ſi peu important 
pour les mEnagemens reciproques dont nous ſom- 
mes diſpenſes de part & d' autre, ſachons de vous- 
meme quelle fut Viſſue de ce combat: il paroit, 


dites- vous, pour M. l Amiral, que Vobjet des Fran- 
fois a été de diſemparer les Vaiſſeaux du Roi de leurs 


miits & de leurs voiles, projet dans lequel ILS ONT 


_ $1 BIEN REUSSI, 28 ont mis plufieurs Vaiſſeaux de 


ma Flotte HORS D'ETAT DE ME SUIVRE, Jorſque je 


virai vent arriere a Peffet de porter vers. la Flotte 


Francaiſe je me vis donc OBLIGE de virer encore 


POUR JOINDRE les Vaiſſeaux, e. 


Les Frangois avoient donc bien 1A d 8 


rer pluſieurs de vos Vaiſſeaux, & SI BIEN RRUSs- 


SI, que pluſieurs de ces Vaiſſeaux ne pouvoient 


pas vous ſuture, & que vous fates oblige de virer 


vous-meme pour les joindre. Et qu- auriez- vous vou- 
lu que les Frangois euſſent fait de mieux? IIs 


avoient mis une partie de votre Armẽe hors de 
| combat, & oBLIOE l'autre de manceuvrer your 
LA JOINDRE ; c'eſt. a-· dire, de ceſſer de combat- 

tre, de reſter dans Pimpoſſibilits, non-ſeulement 
| de. nous attaquer, mais meme de ſe defendre. 


Si Paveu de votre embarras & de votre impu- 
iffance Etoit moins clair, moins precis, je vous 
dirois 12 votre 5 £toit dans le plus grand- 

— ; 


SW WP dan, | 
2 


K 


leaſt, was allowed them. You are unlucky in- 


inventions: you boaſt of your hoſtilities when 


you commit none, and you ſuppoſe them, when 


none are committed againſt- FO: ,;. 
Be that as it may, from this fact ſo apimpor-- 


tant to the mutual reſpe&t which we have diſ- 


penſed with on both ſides, let us hear from 
yourſelf what was the iſſue of this combat: The 


object of the French, you ſay, for the Admiral, 


ſeemed to be the diſabling of the King's ſbips in their 
maſts and ſails, in which THEY $0 FAR SUCCEEDED | 


44 to prevent many of. the ſhips. of my fleet BEIXG 
ABLE TO FOLLOW ME when I wore to ftand after 


the French fleet: this o8LI6ED me to rakes again, 
To jolx thoſe ſhips, &c. 1 
The French therefore ſucceeded: in diſabling 
many of your ſhips; and $0 Far SUCCEEDED, 
that many of thoſe ſhips could net follow Jou, and 
you were obliged to wear yourſelf to join them. 
And what could the French have done better? 
They had driven part of your fleet out of the 
action, and had osL1GeD the other to tack To 


Join IT; that is to ſay, to ceaſe fighting, to re- 


main in an impoſſibility, not only of attacking 


85 us, but even of defending itſelf. 


I the avowal of your embarraſſment. and. 
weakneſs were leſs clear, leſs. preciſe, I would 


| ey yas that your line was in the nn diſor- 
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ges Frangois fut ff prompt & fi tetrible, que 1 
: Bretagne f feule, en longeant votre ligne, tira 1400 


trogrades, quand, vous couvriez vos Vaiſſeaun 
| preſquiimmobiles & afſez maltraitẽs Jy n. avoir 


6 23%.) 


ö attorde; que pluſieurs de yos Vaiſſeaux duke 


demates ;' "4 quelques-uns fans voiles & fans ver- 
ves ; qu'un de ceux A trois ponts, qui portoit 


k pavillon bleu 3 a ſa miſaine,(#) etolt demute de ſon 
grand mit; qu'un autrę des Vstres fir ridicule- 
ment fey 5 ſes deux bords hors de tonte portte; 


que \ votre Vaiſſeau Amiral, apres ayair eſſuys la 
bordee de l Bretagne es de ls Ville de Paris, arriba 
tant qu'il le put, & geſſa tout ſon feu; 3 que celui 


coups de canon; que Ia Pile de Paris, derivat 


par defaut de eonſtruct ion. affalllie de basbord & 


de fribord par volre Amirul de 100 canons, & 
Formidable de 90, les combatiit tous deux à la 
fois, & les forga de ſe retirer; qu enfin, en termi- 
nant le premier combat, nous avions SE BEEN RE> 


vsst a vous deſemparer, que Aapres \ votre propre. 


convietion, & dans peu de momens, notre Vic- 
toire auroit ts complete | fi notre a nous 


avoir permis #4 4e regagner le vent. 
Mais quand yous failiez vos mouvemens rg. 


L: The Formidable, Sir Hugh Palliſer. . The numerous 
damages the ſuſtained were owing, to her being ſubjefted to 


the angular fire of a long range of the enemy's ſhips, as the 


continued lier progreſs. along theit line.” See Sit Hugh's ar- 
count.—Among theſe damages he does not mention the loſs 


of a - maſt, which therefore probably muſt be 2 miſtake. * 
pas 


" 


t: a6) 


Pt chat ſeveral of your ſhips were diſmaſted; 


ſome without ſails and yards; that one of the 


three-deckers, wh carried a blue flag at her 


mizen (*), had loſt her main-maſt ; that another 
of your ſhips ridiculouſly fired her two broad- 
ſides out of all gun-ſhot () ; that your Admi- 


_rals ſhip, after receiving the broadſides of the 


Bretagne and the Ville de Paris, brought to, as 
well as ſhe could, and ceaſed all firing; that that 
of the French was ſo quick and dreadful, that 
the Bretagne alone, in paſſing along your line, 


fired 1400 cannon ſtiot; that the Ville de Paris, 


lying by through a fault in her conſtruction, at- 
tacked on larboard and ſtarboard by your Admi- 
ral of 100 guns, and the Formidable of 90, 


fought them both at once, and forced them to 


retire; in ſhort, that, at the end of the firſt en- 
gagement, we had so FAR SUCCERDED. in diſa- 
bling you, that, by your on confeſſion, and in a 


few minutes, our victory would have been com- 


plete, if our am had bald us i regain the 
Wind. 
But while you were WR; 2 your, . 


motions, while you were covering your ſhips 
' which were almoſt motionleſs, and ſo ill treated 


[+ The Courier de Þ Europe fays, that & this ſhip, (we name 
her not) fired one of her broadfides in the air, and the other 
among the Engliſh fleet: that the French, with their ufunl 
vivacity, which the horrors of bloodſhed could not reſtrain, 
burſt into a general- ſhout and laughter ; while the poor 


Engliſhman withdrew abaſhed and diſconcerted.“ 
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| pas meme pu virer avec vous, quelle toit la ſitu- 


ation de PArmee Frangoiſe ?' C'eſt encore de 


vous que nous pouvons Papprendre. _ 
Vous avouez que les Franpois, vers le Als 15 


Jour, eurent le tems de rallier leur Flotte & de la 


| FORMER EN LIGNE DE BATAILLE ſous le vent de 
la vitre ; ils pouvoient donc ce que vous ne pou- 
viez plus, former une ligne de tous leurs Vaiſ- 
ſeaux; donc aucun d'eux n'ẽtoit deſempars; 5'ils 


Je mirent en bataille, ils vous offrirent le combat, 


que vous. n'acceptätes point, quoi- qu' ayant le 


vent, vous fuſſiez. libres de Paccepter. Ils oſerent 
vous dEfier ſous le vent; mais comment auroient- 
ils pu vous rejoinure, quand vous aviez revirés 
pour joindre en arriere vos Vaiſſeaux deſempares ? 


Ce fut Pavantage du vent, & non le diclin, ſup. 
poſe, du jour, qui, pendant pluſieurs heures, 


vous fit Eviter une ſeconde action, * vous 
n'ẽtieʒ plus en ẽtat de ſoutenir. * 108. 


Comment, apres un double aveu fi precis, de 
la ſituation reſpective des deux Armees, oſez. 


vous dire aux Nations qui vous jugent, a la võ- 
tre que vous n'avez tromps qu'un moment, que 
les Franęois fe formant en bataille, vous ne cher - 
 chates point A LES INTERROMPRE dans Pextcution, 
que vous les laiſsdtes ſe former SANS FAIRE FEU 
sun EVX, penſant que leur intention itoit de meſurer 
galamment te lendemain toutes leurs Forces avec a vi- 


2 


tr e ? 8 


4 


: that they could. not even wear with you, what 


was the ſituation of the French eaſt This you 

| ſhall again inform us. 

* : You allow, that the French, 2 ti chſe 
; of the day, bad time to form their fleet again, and 
e RaNncE1T Iv A LINE t leeward of yours; they 


could therefore do what you could not, viz. 
form a line of all their ſhips; not one of them 
therefore was diſabled; if they ranged themſelves 


5 

97 in a line, they offered you battle, which you did 

2 not accept, though, having the zwind, you were 

t at liberty to accept it. They dared to defy you 

3 to leeward; but how could they come up with you 

3 again, when you had tacked fc jain your diſabled 

d ſhips in the rear? It was the advantage of the 

+ wind, and not the cloſe (as ſuggeſted) of the day, 

Y which, for ſeveral: hours made you avoid a ſe- 

; cond action, which you were no . able to 

| ſuſtain, | | . 

2 © How, after a double avowal ſo explicit of the 

- beds ſituation of the two fleets, can you 5 
; dare to tell the nations who are your judges, | 
I your own, in particular, whom you have only de- 

— ceived for a moment, that the French ranging 

s their fleet in a line, you did not D1scouRAGE, but 

7 allowed of their doing it wiTHOUT FIRING UPON 

p THEM, thinking they meant handſomely to "yy 1 


— . with ſth OY next morning ? 'L | 


. 
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(46 ) 
er le lendemafn, E*toit fur le 


e ae vous avoient preſents le combat: 
dans Petat od vous Etiez, ils avoient plus de jour 


qu'il ne leur en falloit pour achever de vous 


vaincre. Vous n CHERCHATES POINT. ALES 1N- 


TEAROMPRE ?. Qui croira jamais que vous ayez 
refuſe Foccaſion de les bartre en les prenant fur 
le tems d'une manœuvre aſſez compliquee? Mais 
vous nẽtiez- IAA que pour les intorrompre, & weft 
FOUR TES TNTERROMPRE que { font faits les der- 


5 oe efforts de votre Nation expirante. Si vous 
avez pas voulu les battre, vous avez trahi Veſc 
poir de votre Patrie: fi vous ne Vavez yy po | 


Seſt que vous Eticz deja vaincus. 
Vous comptieꝝ ſur le lendemain, aver la moiris 


— forces ſans doute; car vous n'ave pas 
_ eublic ces Vaiſſeaux deſbenparch, hors didtat de 


virer avec vous, contre la Flotte F rangoiſe, for- 
mee en ligne de hataille; & c 'eſt cette meme Arnie 
en bataille que vous ſuppoſez en fuite quelques 
heures apres avec ſes fanaux imprademment allu+ 
mis & C eſt la votre, à moitic delemparec, qui 
ſe cachant dans les t6nebres, craignoit e 
ment d' etre <blouie de Feclat de ſa Victoire. 


Vous ajoutea enſuite: ais les Franpois dvvient | 
a m BATTUS pendant le jour, gu ils profiterent de In 


nuit pour ſe retirer. S' ils avoient ẽtẽ 81 BATTUS,cux 


qui vous avoient provoque en ordre de combat, 


qu'eẽtiez vous donc, vous, qui r n*aviez pu ni ma. 
nnn ni vous former, ni com battre! ? Is pro- 


b | - fiterent 


27 1 
Ie was nor for the next morning; —— 


aueh, that they offered you battle: in the ſtata 


in which you were, they had more day-light than 
they wanted to complete their victory. You 


ntp or in1SCOURAGE THEM? Who will ever be= 


leve that you deelined an opportunity of beat 
ing them by attacking them at che time of a 


very complicated maneruvre? But you were 


there on purpoſe tn diſcourage them; and it is Ta 
DISEOVRAGE THEM that your'expiring nation has 


made her laſt efforts. If you world not beat 


3 them you have- betrayed the hopes of your 


| E | country z if you crald not, it was becauſe Jolh 
— .yere already vanquiſhed. 


You depended on be next morning, * half 
of your forces, no doubt; for you cannot for- 


8 get thoſe crippled ſhips, which were anable to 


ear with you, againſt the French fleet, formed 
in line of battle; and this ſame fleet in line of bat- 
tle you ſuppoſe to be flying ſome hours after, 
with its lantherns imprudently lighted | while 
yours, half diſabled, concealed itſelf in dark- 
neſs, modeſtly fearing to to be * with the 
ſplendor of its victory, 

Tou add; but the French had BEEN: $0 BEATEN 
in the day, that they took the advantage of the night 
to go off. If they had been - $0 BEATEN, they 
who had challenged you in order of battle, what 
were you then; vou, who could neither tack, 


fe facts, nar light? ? They took the . 
the 
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ne de la nuit pour fe retiver ! ils allumerent 
leurs feux pour vous attendre, quand la nuit, qui 


ne ſervoit que vous, leur deroboit votre fuite. 


Les premiers rayons du jour nous retrouve- 
rent ſur le champ de bataille que vous avieʒ aban- 
donne, & que nous ne quittames que ares. qu — 
n'y reſtoit plus une ſeule voile ennemie. 

La Flotte du Roi ne put pas nous des K. en 
$*<loignant de nous, on le croira ſans peine. Dans 
Pitat on ſe trouvoient les Vaiſſeaux' d Pigard de leurs 


mts, de leurs vergues, & de leurs voiles. En verite, 


Monſieur l' Auteur, dans cet Etat des mats, des 


wergues, & des voiles, dont vous convenez fi i inge- 


nuement, & les ailes coupees, il ne vous auroit 


pas ©ts facile de nous faire fuir, quand vous ne 
pouviez pas nous approcher z & comme vous 


concluez tres-a-propes, il ne vous reſtoit PAS MEME. 
A DELIBERER ,ſur ce qu'il 6toit convenable de faire, { 


Encore un mot, Monſieur PAuteur, & ce ſera. 


pour vous rendre juſtice. En effet, votre lettre, 


d'un bout A autre, dit que vous avez ẽt battus, 
en concluant « que-Ceſt nous qui avons ets. Mais 
i Tavenir, lorſque vous ferez d'ingenieuſes rela- 
tions, & que vous vous amuſerez à vous contre-: 
dire, n empruntez plus la faveur d'un nom cher 
à vos compatriotes & reſpectẽ dans tous les lieux. 
oft Pon honore la reputation & le courage; & fi. 
vous eſſayez encore de tromper votre Nation par 
le recit de ſucces imaginaires, choiſiſſez un thea- 


tre 8 eloigné. de ſes yeux: battez Waſhington 
tout 


— 2 


c 29 ) 
the night to go ef! They hung out their lights to 


wait for you; when the night, which was ſer- 


viceable only to you,. concealed from them your 


flight. 1 
The firſt beams of day-light "CR" us on che 20 


field of battle which you had abandoned, and 


which we quitted only becauſe not a ſingle ene 
. my's ſail remained there. 
be King's fleet could hot get up with us! (by 
going from us, will be eaſily believed) i» the 


| ſtate the ſhips were in, in their maſts, yards, and 


fails. Indeed, Mr. Author, i in this ſtate of maſts, 
yards, and ſails, which you ſo ingenuouſly confeſs, 
and with your wings clipped, it would not have 
been eaſy for you to have made us fly, when you 
could not approach us; and as you very pro- 
perly conclude, you bad NO CHOICE LEFT of bal 
was adviſeable to do. 


One word more, Mr. Author, and that ſhall 


1 be to do you juſtice. In fact, your letter, from 


beginning to end, ſays that you were beaten, by 
concluding that we were ſo. But in future, 
when you compile ingenious narratives, and 


_ amuſe yourſelf with contradictions, do nor bor- 


row the credit of a name dear to your country- 
men, and reſpected in all places where reputa- 
tion and courage are honoured ; and if you 
ſhould again endeavour to deceive your nation 


by the recital of imaginary ſucceſſes, chuſe a 


ſcene more remote from her view; beat Waſh- 
ington 
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_ Togat noyez favs: pins Mc. 4 Ejtaing ; dites que 


vous &tes toujours chers à ces poltrons de P Amt- 


rigue; que Von vous aime dans Pinde'; ; que 
vous defendrez dans Portſmouth votre charte au- 
thentique de Pempire des Mers* vantez Vhonnetets 
de vos debats Parlementaires & les mouyemens 
heureux de vos reſſorts politiques; rappellez- 


vous ces tems od ne triomphant que par la ſupe- 


riorite du nombre, vos voiles commergantes cou- 


vroient les deux hEmiſpheres ; que des reves 
complaiſans vous retracent cette gloire paſlte, & 


gardez le ſilence ſur les malheurs de 1 Amiral Bi- 
200, & 1a croſiere incivile de M. de Fabry.* h 


Is ſuis, &c. 


Un enger d berqvt be dans cette Cits par- 


5 libre, comme chacun fait,. il rencontra dix fois en 


une heure les Gens de la preſſe qui pourſuivoient les paſſans 


pour en faire des Matelots & des Soldats, A coups de bàton; 
le lendemain il alla a Portſmouth, monta ſur un Vaiſſeau, & 

y trouva la moitiẽ de ces heros in volontaires enchaints A 
fond de cale; le ſurlendemain il vint a Breft ; les Matelots 
gui y arrivoient ſans gardes & ſans contrainte, s' diſpu- 
toĩent I honneur d' tre embarquẽs les premiers; il ſe pro- 
mena de Vaiſſeau en Vaiſſeau, & il vit par- tout, ſous des 


couleurs animtes, Vempreinte du courage & de la liberté. 


Deux Gentilshommes Bretons s*<toient prẽſentẽs pour Vo- 
lontaires ; le Général les avoit refuſes : ils offrirent de payer 


les conges de deux Soldats, & de ſervir à leur place: tous 


les Soldats refuſerent. L'Etranger en quatre jours avoit juge 
les deux Nations & proſage 1 avec certitude la deſtinee de 
leurs armes. | 


EAN F. — +»o0«r „ 4 


. 
ington quite at your eaſe, and crown the heroes of 
Saratoga: drown without mercy M. d'Eſtaing ; 


fay chat you are Rtill dear jo thoſe poltroons of 


America; that you are beloved in India; that 
you will defend at Portſmouth your authentic 


charter of the empire of the ſea: boaſt. of the deco- 
rum of your parliamentary debates, and the hap- 


Py movements of your political ſprings ; recall 
thoſe times, when, triumphing only by the ſu- 
periority of numbers, your commercial ſails co» 
yered the two hemiſpheres; let complacent 
dreams recount that glory paſt, but be filent as 
to the misfortunes of Admiral Byron, and the 
uncivil cruize of M. de Fabry (+) 


A foreigner arrives at London: in that city which, as 
every one knows, is perfectly free, he meets ten times in an 
Hour, pre/3-gangs, purſuing paſſengers, in order to make them 
ſoldiers or ſailors, by dint of baſtinadoes : the next day he 
goes to Portſmouth, embarks on board a ſhip, and there 
finds half thoſe mvoluntary heroes chained down in the 
hold; two days after he lands at Breſt ; the ſailors who ar- 
rive there unguarded and unconſtrained, are diſputing the 


| honour of being firſt embarked ; he goes from ſhip to hip, 


and every where ſees, in animated colours, the ſtamp of 
courage and freedom. Two gentlemen of Bretagne ten- 
dered themſelves as volunteers; the General refuſed them: 
they offered to pay for the diſcharge of two ſoldiers, and to 
ſerve in their room; all the ſoldiers refuſed. The foreigner 
in four days forms a judgment of the two nations, and pre- 
ſages with certainty the fate of their arms. 

[+ Commander of a Freneh ſquadron which has taken 
ſome prizes in the Mediterranean. [P. 8. To 
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--[P: 8. To the account given by Sir Hugh Palliſer (ze the 


note on page 13) of the mode of attack in this engagement, 
to which that Admiral aſcribes . the numerous damages ſuſ- 


tained by the ten ſhips in his diviſion, equal to thoſe ſuſ- 


tained by 'the remaining twenty,”* the Tranſlator begs 
leave to add the 11th Reſolution of the Court Martial on 


Admiral Byng, of which Mr. Keppel was one of the mem- 


bers, viz. _ To 


be Court are anenimonſly of opinion | that when the 


Britiſh fleet on the ſtarboard tack were ſtretched abreaft, or 


about the beam of the enemy's line, the Admiral ſhould have 
| tacked the fleet ALTOGETHER, and immediately have con- 


ducted it on a direct courſe for the enemy; the van ſteering 
for the enemy's van, the rear for their rear, each ſhip for 


her oppoſite ſhip in the enemy's line, and under ſuch a fail 


as might have enabled the worſt failing ſhip, under all her 
plain ſail, to preſerve her ſtation :* ; 


And alſo to obſerve, on the authority of the late 88 | 
Mr. Thomas Hervey, that Mr, Boſcawen being aſked 


whether he approved of the diſpoſition made by Admiral 
Byng, and his approaches to the enemy; very modeſtly 
made anſwer, that he believed he ſhould have formed his 
attack in another manner; he ſhould have choſen, he ſaid, 
to have gone up in a line of battle ahead, to ſome appointed 


diſtance, from which he would have given his captains or- 
ders to depart like a file of muſketeers ; by which means all 
his own ſhips would have been equi-diſtant from thoſe they 


were reſpectively to oppoſe on the ſide of the enemy. +] £ 


4 Admiral Keppel's diviſion, 43 killed, and 142 wounded : Sir Ro- 


| bert Harland's, 42 killed, and 45 wounded : Sir Hugh Falliſer 8, 68 


killed, and 186 wounded.] 
[+ « A Letter from a Patriot in retirement to the Right Hon. Mr. 


William Pitt; upon the reſigning of his employment, 1761. 7 
N B. The Tranſlator's Notes are incloſed in [J. Not being a Sea- 
man, he may poſſibly have miſtaken ſome ef the ſea-terms, and has 
therefore thought it neceſſary to reprint the French, 5 
1 | A LIST 
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| & L'Ingien 14 
Le Roland 


Lift of the two. Fleets 


time of the Battle. 


FRENCH FLEET, | 


1 r 


* Diviſan, e £ ; 


1.8 H. the Duke de Chartres. 


Le Saint Eſprit 
Le Robuſte 

Le Conquerant 
LIntrepide 
Le Zodiaque 
Le Diademe 


Le Spliynsz + 
. 


% 1% „ 


6 Gu 7 $20. 6 WR 


| Total | 


80 


195⁰ | 


* Thi in the F. rench is miſcalen. 


lated 564.} 


1 


1/7 Diviſion, Center, 
Count d'Orvilliers. Guns, 
La Bretagne 110 
La Ville de Paris — 92 
FO -. yo ˙· 7 
Le Fendant - „ 
Le Magnifique 74 
JJ 74 
L' Artéſen 117 R 0 
Le Reffec hi! W 
FP 
25 1 „ — — 
690 
24 Diele, —— Ta 
Count Duchaffaut. N 
ta Couronne. 2 s 
Le Glorieux <<. 04 
Le Palmier - - 74 
Le Dauphin Royal — 74 
Le Bien Amem 174 
Le Saint Michel — 64 
Te Veng eur 64 
L'Actionnaire 64 
| Ks 


Dh Proms and E ngland at th 


ENGLISH FLEET. 
1. Div 5 Admiral. 
nal a Keppel. 9 
Victory aa 
Sandwich = - | "8 
Duke = 2 "MP 
| Formidable - - go. 
Robuſt <6. S377 I: 
| Vengeance » 8 = 7+ 
Foudroyaat Nies 741136 
Exeter - ” 64 
Mine 64 
Ameries' ' i=, 6 4 


I ; . 2d Diviſion, Pi A 5 
Sir Robert Harland. | 


neen - - — 95 
onarch 2 I 74 
Shrewſbury // 2 „ 
Prince George 74190 
Egmont — - 9 
Elizabeth = 4 74 
Valiant 33 74 
| Centaur _ -- - * 
Berwick = - 74 

Courageux | = — 224. 
7561 


28 Diwi 7 Rear Admiral. 
4 * Sir Hugh Pallifer, ; 


| Ocean * — 90 4 
1 Ramillies + - T4 
Thunderer - - 74 * 
-} Cumberland - Þ » 24... 
Terrible - - 74 
8 - - wi 
or = = 
Sterling Caſtle, | » 64 
Bienfaiſant 64 
Worceſter - 64 
8 | 726 
Add the Prince George 


and Foudroyant under-rated 
22, and deduct 10 from the 


Defiance | - 193 
Englih Total 2278 
Freach 15950 


| 


ö 


+ | Difference 328 


1 This in the French is miſcalculated 746. 


This is miſtotalled 736. 


Sir Hugh Palliſer, "RI be commanded the Rear, ira Vice-Admiral, 


F had bis fla 


ag in the Formidable, (as mentioned in this letter ) which 


3 is miſplaced in Admiral 8 85 1 ] 
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"The Loxpon O ExraaonpinAny. 


. Augen 2 254 578. 
CAPTAIN. F AULENER, of his Majeſty's ſhip. the 
Victory, arrived at this oſſice yeſterday in the after 
noon, with a letter from the Hon. Auguſtus Keppel, 
Admiral of the Blue, and Commander in chief of his 
Majeſty's ſhips-employed to the weſtward, to Mr. 
Stephens, of which the following i is a copy: 


8 CT Vicbory, at Sea, July '30, 1778. : 
EY Letters of the 23d and 24th inſtant, by the 


Peggy and Union cutters, acquainted you, for 
habe Lordſhips information, that I was in purſuit, 


with the King's fleet under my command, of i 4 Aume- 
Tous fleet of French ſhips of war. OILY 


From that time, till the 27th, the winds ae 
in the 8. W. and N. W. quarters, ſometimes blowing 
ſtrong, and the French fleet to windward going eff, I 
made uſe of every method to cloſe in with them that 
was poſſible, keeping the King” s ſhips at the ſame time 


collected as much as the nature of a purſuit would ad- 


mit of, and which became neceflary from the cautious 


manner the French proceeded in and the diſinclination 
that appeared in, them to allow of my bringing the 


King' s ſhips cloſe up to a regular engagement. This 
left but little other chance of getting in with them, 


than by ſeizing the opportunity that offered, the morn- 
ing of the 27th, by the wind's admitting of the van of 


the King's fleet under my command, leading up _ 
and cloſing with, their center and rear, 

The French began firing upon the headmoſt of Vice- 

| Admiral Sir * Harland's An, and the ſhips 

: with 


4% 
68 
oo 


POO me 


8 SS SSS 


W 1 


1 WY 


| with his as ne: Tk up; 3 bir e the lead+ | 
| ing ſhips.and the Vice Admiral. ſoon returned, as did 
every ſhip as they could cloſe up: The chace had oc 

caſioned their a extended, -nevertheleſy they: wers SD 
4M ſoon in battle. 2 
he fleets, being upon different 8 paſſed hee | 
X a very cloſe : the object of the F rench ſeemed to be vo 
the difabling the King' s ſhips in their maſts and fails, 7 
in which they ſo far ſueceeded as to prevent many of the 


ſhips of my fleet being able to follow me when I wore 


to ſtand after the French fleet; this obliged me to wear 
again, to join thoſe ſhips, and thereby allowed of the 


French forming their fleet again, and range it in a line 


to leeward of the King's fleet, towards the cloſe of the 
day; which I did not diſcourage, but allowed of their | 


doing it without firing upon them, thinking they meant 
handſomely to try their force with us the next morn- 
ing; but they had been ſo beaten in the ys my ey % 
took the advantage of the night to go off? | = 
The wind and weather being ſuch that Fa, — : 
their own ſhores before there was any chance of the 
King s fleet getting up with them, in the ſtate the ſhips 
were in, in their maſts, yards and | fails, left me no 


a choice of what was proper and adviſeable'to do. 


The ſpirited conduct of Vice- Admiral 815 K Robert 


, Harland, Vice-Admiral Sir Hugh Palliſer, and the 
Captains of the fleet, ſupported by their officers and 
men, deſerves much commendation. 


A liſt of the killed and wounded is herewith incloſed. 
1 fend Captain Faulkner, Captain of the Victory, 
with this account to their Lordſhips, 
and am, SIR, your moſt obedient 
and very humble Servant, 
Philip Stephens, Eſq; A. TEFFELL.'.- 
Secretary of the Admiralty. | SET” 
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